BILLINGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1 920. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  lionour  to  submit  to  jou  my  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Eillinge  for  the  year  1920. 

PO'PULAiTIO'N. — In  recent  years  the  Registrar  Genei'al  has  furnished  two  estimates  of  popu- 
lation, one  for  calculation  of  the  birth-rate,  and  one  for  the  civilian  death-rate.  However,  owing 
to  past  demobilization  it  is  felt  that  the  distinction  between  “birth-rate  populations”  and 
“ death-rate  populations”  made  during  the  period  when  a large  part  of  the  male  population  was 
under  arms,  might  in  general  be  discontinued,  and  that  a single  estimate  of  population  be  now 
applicable  to  both  births  and  deaths.  This  figure  has  now  been  given  as  4,741,  and  the  vital 
statistics  contained  in  this  report  are  calculated  upon  this  population. 

THE  MO'RTALITY  RATE. — The  deaths  for  1920  number  4.5  (males  2i6,  females  19).  The 
recorded  rate  per  l,0€i0'  of  the  population  per  annum  is  9.4;  in  1919,  13.1;  and  the  mean  for  the 
corresponding  years,  1910' — 1919,  14.4. 

Annual  death-rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  for  1920  is  12.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTHS. — During  the  year  1920  there  were  registered  as  belonging  to  your  district  133  births 
— 74  males  and  59  females — as  against  44  males  and  43  females  as  a corresponding  total  registered 
for  1919.  Of  the  133  births  5 were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  district  of  Billinge  is  28.0';  for  1919,  18.3  ; and  the  mean  for  the  corres- 
ponding years  1910 — 1919,  25.1.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total  popula- 
tion was  25.4  for  1920'. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  .one  year  is  12,  or  90 
per  1,000  births.  This  figure  compares  favourablj^  with  the  mean  of  10  years  1910' — 1919,  when 
106  was  recorded,  but  exceeds  that  of  England  and  Wales  for  1920,  when  80  was  recorded.  An 
analysis  of  these  12  deaths  shows  that  they  may  be  grouped  under  the  following  headings:  — 

(1)  Capillary  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Gastro  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Congenital  Debility  ...  ...  ...  3 

Of  the  12  deaths  Capillary  Bronchitis  contributed  7,  and  with  one  exception  these  occurred 
during  the  first  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year.  As  the  whole  of  tliese  cases  came  under  my 
observation  and  tieatment,  I was  able  to  obtain  the  history  and  home-life  of  each  of  them.  From 
inquiries  I was  fully  convinced  that  most  of  them  might  have  been  prevented  had  mothers  exer- 
cised sufficient  care  in  the  exposure  of  their  children  during  the  colder  months  of  the  year  It  was 
no  unusual  thing  to  find  a home  overheated  and  badly  ventilated,  and  then  for  the  mother  to  expose 
her  child — perhaps  unwell  at  the  time — to  a sudden  change  of  temperature  by  taking  it  out  of  doors 
on  a very  cold  day.  Since  infants  are  less  endowed  than  older  children  and  adults,  who  exercise 
discretion  over  matters  relating  to  their  health,  these  helpless  creatures  are  entirely  dependent  foi 
their  future  upon  the  wisdom  or  ignorance  of  those  responsible  for  their  well-being. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — During  the  year  there  were  notified  26  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
as  against  a similar  numbei'  for  the  previous  year. 


The  folloAving  table  shows  the  distribution  of  these  diseases : — 


Billinge  Chapel  End. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...8 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  . . . 0 

Diphtheria  ...  ..  ...0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...1 

Puerperal  lever  ...  . . . 0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...2 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...2 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ...1 


Billinge  Higher  End. 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
0 


Winstanley. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


The  principal  Epidemic  Diseases,  namely.  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup),  Wliooping  Cough,  Fever  (comprising  Enteric,  Typhus,  and  Continued  Fever), 
and  Diarrhma  and  Enteritis,  gave  rise  to  5 deaths,  representing  11.11  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
from  all  causes. 


The  epidemic  death-rate  equals  l.Ob  per  1,00'0  of  population,  as  compared  with  0.43  for  last 
year,  and  1.49  for  the  mean  of  10  years  1910i-1919.  The  County  death-rate  in  1919  from  these 
epidemic  diseases,  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian  population,  was  0.49  (Urban  Dis- 
tricts 0.52,  Rural  Districts  0.31). 


BRONCHITIS,  PNEUMONIA,  & BRONCHO  PNEUMONIA  were  credited  with  11  deaths, 
corresponding  to  24.44  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  camses.  The  Respiratory  death-rates 
per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1920  and  1919  are  2.32  and  3.2  respectively,  and  the  mean  for 
the  corresponding  years  1910 — 1919,  2.90. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. — This  disease  was  the  cause  of  2 deaths,  the  rate,  produced 
being  0.42  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  1.09  for  last  year,  and  0.81  mean  of  10  years,  1910 — 1919. 

The  number  of  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary)  belonging  to  your  district  total 
20,  of  Avhich  15  are  at  present  under  treatment,  either  institutional  or  domiciliary. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  tlie  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  classified  according  to  the 
localization  of  the  disease:  — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tubercular  Hip  ...  ...  ...  3 

, , Knee  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Cervical  Glands  ...  ...  2 

,,  Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lupus  Vulgaris  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fistula  in  Ano  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Ten  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  Billinge 
Chapel  End  contributing  8,  and  Billinge  Higher  End  2.  The  Avbole  of  these  oases  occurred  at 
regular  intervals  throughout  tire  entire  year,  and  affected,  in  every  case,  children  of  the  school-age 
period.  With  one  exception  the  cases  were  confined  to  different  households,  and  the  disease  was 
of  a mild  type,  no  death  being  reported  from  it. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  2 deaths  were  notified  in  Billinge  Higher  End 
atid  Winstanley.  The  cases  which  occurred  in  Billinge  Higher  End  were  confined  to  that  area  of 
the  district  where  the  disease  has  manifested  itself  for  years  in  a sporadic  form. 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER. — One  case  of  this  disease  lias  been  reported,  and  ended  in  lecovery. 
At  the  time  of  notification  no  history  of  infection  could  be  traced,  but  recent  inquiries  have  eluci- 
dated the  fact  that  the  Midwife  in  attendance  was  visiting  a suspicious  case  at  the  time  the  disease 
was  notified. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — This  disease,  I am  pleased  to  report,  is  almost  unknown  in  your  district, 
only  one  case  being  notified  for  the  year,  and  five  for  the  past  ten  years.  As  the 
whole  of  these  oases  occurred  in  houses  situated  almost  on  the  boundary  of  your  district,  and  among 
workmen  engaged  outside,  the  infection  in  all  probability  was  imported  in  every  case. 

ERYSIPELAS.— One  case  of'  Erysipelas  was  reported  during  the  year;  it  was  severe  in  type, 
and  occurred  in  a person  who  had  previously  shown  no  pre-disposition  to  the  malady.  As  this  case 
manifested  itself  in  a teachei’,  who  had  constantly  been  in  contact  with  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  t-he 
possibility  of  infection  from  this  source  was  thought  highly  probable. 

Seeing  that  these  diseases  have  many  things  in  common,  incubation  period,  similarity  in 
mode  of  onset,  date  of  rash,  desquamaition,  and  also  coinplications  of  a .somewhat  similar  character, 
the  view  expressed  that  Erysipelas  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a distinct  specific  disease  seems  to 
receive  some  confiimation. 

DRAINS,  SEWERS,  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.— These  are  periodically  flushed  out.  At 
Rainford  Ro.ad  the  sewer  has  -been  blocked  owing  to  the  gradient  at  this  point  being  inefficient. 
The  effluents  from  the  several  Sewage  Farms  are  giving  satisfactory  results  to  the  R-ibble  Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  the  nuisance  complained  of  at  one  of  the  Sewage  Farms,  from  the  emptying  of  the 
settling  tanks,  has  been  remedied, 

CLEANSING  & SCAVENGING. — The  conservancy  type  of  closet  accommodation  is  in  vogue 
in  the  district,  and  is  carried  out  during  the  day  by  the  Council’s  workmen.  Owing  to  the 
increasing  difflculty  in  getting  farmers  to  cart  nightsoil  at  convenient  and  proper  times,  several 
coanplaints  have  been  received  with  regard  to  this  matter.  Perhaps,  should  the  work  increase  in 
the  future,  the  possibility  of  providing  better  facilities  for  removal  and  treatment  might  be  coir- 
sidered. 

DISINFECTION.— This  has  been  carried  out  as  in  the  past,  by  ineairs  of  chemical  agents, 
no  disinfecting  apparatus  having  yet  been  provided. 

SLAUGHTER  HOItSES. — There  are  none  registered  in  the  district,  the  whole  of  the  meat 
being  slaughtered  outside. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  & MILKSHOPS.— The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  which  -supply  the 
bulk  of  the  population  with  milk,  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector 
periodically  visits  them,  and  reports  to  me  any  matter  requiring  special  attention. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. — During  the  year  disease  has  not  necessitated  .school  closure. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Public  Elementary  -Schools  in  the  district  is  good,  wit-h  the  exception 
of  the  insanitary  conditions  at  Birchley,  which  I -have  already  reported  upon. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS  ACT  (1901). — During  the  year  one  complaint  has  been  re- 
ported by  the  Factory  Inspector,  and  under  Section  107  of  the  Act  no  list  of  Outworker's  has  been 
received  from  other  Authorities.  The  workshops  classified  as  undermentione-d  have  been  visited,  aird 
the  sanitary  conditions  found  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Domestic  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

doggers  and  Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Joiners  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  2 

Shoeing  Smith  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELEARE.— The  work  in  connection  witli  this  matter  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Visitor,  Midwives,  and  myself.  During  the  year  few  complaints 
have  been  received  from  the  Health  Visitor  respecting  matters  relative  to  the  health  of  n)others  and 
their  families.  Owing  to  tliere  being  little  poverty  in  tlie  district,  the  number  of  necessitous  cases 
of  children  under  5 years  of  age,  and  of  nursing  and  expectant  mothers,  who  have  ibeen  supplied 
with  milk,  only  total  2,  giving  an  aggregate  quantity  of  608  pints  of  milk  supplied  for  the  year,  and 
at  a cost  of  £1.3  19s.  Od.  In  April,  1919,  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staffs  of  the  School  Medical  and 
Public  Healtli  Departiments  of  the  County  were  amalgamated,  and  now  the  supeivision  of  the  child 
from  birth  onwards  will  be  under  one  set  of  officials. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — With  few  exceptions  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  the  Council’s 
water.  However,  for  some  years,  owing  to  increased  consumption  and  mining  operations  in  the 
district,  the  supply  has  gradually  failed,  and  now  it  is  deficient.  Several  schemes  have  from  time 
to  time  been  entered  upon  to  augment  the  supply,  but  these  have  pi'oved  most  unsatisfactory.  To 
my  mind,  any  scheme  having  its  supply  from  a source  which  might  at  any  time  be  tapped  or  tlie 
quality  of  which  is  open  to  suspicion,  should  not  be  considered.  Having  in  view  the  foregoing 
remarks,  the  security  of  a good  and  efficient  watei'  supply  in  the  future  can  only  be  possible  by 
either  constructing  a storage  reservoir  in  your  own  district,  or  obtaining  a supplementary  supply 
from  without. 

HOUSING  A TOWN  PLANNING. — The  Housing  and  Insanitary  Houses  Coimnittee  has  met 
monthly,  with  additional  meetings  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  try  and  meet  the  housing  needs 
of  the  district. 

From  a survey  of  the  district  insanitary  property  has  been  classified  under  five  headings,  viz. : — 


No.  of  Houses  subject  to  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  Houses  Below  Reasonable  Standard  ..  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  Houses  Back-to-Back  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  Houses  having  no  Back  Door. . . ...  ...  ...  78 


To  meet  the  shortage,  a scheme  has  been  submitted  and  approved,  comprising  20  dwelling 
houses,  which  are  now  in  course  of  erection.  Perhaps  to  some  this  number  may  appear  too  small, 
but  when  one  considers  that  the  coal  measures  in  the  district  are  being  worked  out,  and  no  new  in- 
dustry introduced,  the  provision  of  a more  extensive  scheme  seems  hardly  necessary  under  existing 
circumstances.  To  complete  the  original  estimate  of  building  in  the  district,  75  houses  may  fulfil 
the  idealist  conception  of  housing  accommodation,  but  for  practical  purposes  it  is  quite  unnecessary. 

During  the  year  under  report  44  dwelling  houses  were  inspected  for  the  purposes  of  the  Hous- 
ing Acts,  and  of  these  29  were  specially  inspected  under  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909.  Of  the 
latter  5 were  found  to  have  defects  of  a structural  and  sanitary  character. 

Death-rate  ...  . . . . ■ • ■ ■ • 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  ■.  ■•.  •••  28.0 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  •.  1-Oh 


I am, 

/ 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RICHARD  OSWALD  MATHER,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April  20th,  1921. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  for  the  Year 
ending  December,  1 920. 

To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bdlinge. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a report  of  the  sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1920. 

The  Medical  Officer  and  myself  have  made  several  inspections  of  property  during  the  year,  and 
reported  the  same  to  the  Council. 

Tlie  ashpits  have  been  attended  to  regularly,  and  the  drains  kept  in  proper  order.  In  cases 
of  infectious  disease  precautionary  measures  have  been  taken,  disinfectants  freely  used,  and  after 
instructions  from  Medical  Attendant,  houses  fumigated. 

BAKEHOUSES. — There  are  four  bakehouses  in  the  district,  and  they  have  been  inspected, 
and  found  to  be  kept  in  proper  order. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. — These  have  been  inspected,  and  found  to  be  very  clean. 

SLAUGHTE R HOUSEiS . —Nil. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES.— None  in  the  district. 


COWSHEDS  & DAIRIES. — These  have  been  inspected,  and  limewashing  in  most  cases 


attended  to. 

Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Chimney  Stacks...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Chimney  Breast  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Brook  Wall  ...  ...  ..^  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Washhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • 1 

Nuisances  Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Fumigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Nuisances  of  a minor  character  have  been  dealt  with  without  notice;  owners  after  an  interview 
being  willing  to  carry  out  the  necessary  requirements. 


Cowkeepers  Registered 

No.  of  Inspections  during  the  year.. 

Privy  Middens 

No. of  Pail  Closets 

No.  of  Ashpits,  excluding  Middens.. 
No.  of  Fresh  Water  Closets 


35 

30 

No.  of  Ashpits  ...  406 

No.  of  Privies. . . ...  602 

10 

63 

55 


NEW  PRO'PERTY. — Chapel  End,  none;  Higher  End,  one;  Winstanley,  none. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RICHARD  POWELL, 

Sanitary  Inspwtor. 


Roger  and  Reomck,  Printers  and  Stationers,  Wigan. 
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